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THE CHOLERA SITUATION. 

Italy. — Cagliari has been declared free from cholera pursuant to 
the terms of the international sanitary convention of Paris. This 
leaves Italy again free from the disease, Cagliari in Sardinia being 
the only place in Italy in which cholera has been reported since 
last winter. 

Japan. — The number of cases of cholera being reported in Japan 
is markedly decreasing. The number of infected localities has also 
diminished. The total number of cases reported to the present time 
is approximately 2,000. There has been no extensive outbreak at 
any one place. Of interest as showing one of the ways in which the 
disease has been spread is the reported finding of 9 cholera bacillus 
carriers among 3,500 contacts examined. 

Turkey in Europe. — On November 19 there were reported in Con- 
stantinople 21 new cases of and 12 deaths due to cholera, in addition 
to 23 cases and 4 deaths among refugees in the city. There were in 
all 194 cases under treatment November 19. Since November 5, 312 
cases, with 110 deaths, had been reported. Cholera is reported in the 
Turkish Army defending Constantinople and is believed to be present 
also in the investing Bulgarian Army. 



PUBLIC HEALTH LEGISLATION. 

The publication of the sanitary legislation being currently enacted, 
by cities of. the United States was begun in the issue of the Public 
Health Reports of March 24, 1911, and has been carried on continue 
ously since that time. With the municipal ordinances there have 
been included sanitary rules and regulations which having been pro- 
mulgated pursuant to law or ordinance have the force of law. The city 
ordinances and regulations adopted from January 1, 1910, to June 30, 
1911, have been reprinted in a separate volume, rearranged under sub- 
jects with a table of contents and index in sufficient detail for purposes 
of easy reference. From time to time similar reprints will be made. 

The publication of the ordinances and regulations in the weekly 
issues of the Public Health Reports makes currently available to 
health officers and other sanitarians the sanitary measures and prac- 
tices being currently adopted in municipal health work. The reprint- 
ing of them, rearranged under subjects and in volumes containing the 
measures adopted during a given period of time, will be of added value 
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for reference and study. For any period the laws and regulations 
adopted will show the status and trend of municipal sanitary thought 
and practice. 

Beginning with this issue, State and Territorial laws and regula- 
tions pertaining to public health will also be published in the Public 
Health Reports. This will make readily available to health officers and 
other sanitarians current State legislation and will show the measures 
being adopted and the progress made by the several Commonwealths. 
The publication of the State laws will serve the same usefulpurpose. 
as that of the city ordinances but will be of broader scope. The laws 
and regulations will be published as soon after enactment or promul- 
gation as copies can be secured from the several State authorities 
upon whose cooperation, naturally, much will depend. 



SMALLPOX IN THE UNITED STATES. 

In this issue will be found a detailed statement of the prevalence 
of smallpox in 31 States and the District of Columbia during the sec- 
ond quarter of the current calendar year. In these States there was 
a total of 5,735 cases, with 53 deaths, reported during the three months, 
April, May, and June. Thirty-three of the deaths occurred in Texas, 
leaving 20 distributed among the other 30 States. In Texas there 
were outbreaks of the virulent form of smallpox, which accounts for 
the relatively large number of deaths in that State. In St. Joseph 
County, Ind., there appears also to have been a small outbreak of the 
severe type of the disease. Elsewhere the smallpox was of the benign 
type that has been generally prevalent throughout the country for a 
number of years. In the 31 States, exclusive of Texas, the average 
fatality rate was 1 death in 280 cases. 

The presence of smallpox during the period under consideration 
was not limited to the 31 States referred to. The disease was also 
present in the other States, but there is no means of ascertaining the 
number of cases that occurred. 



OUTBREAK OF GASTROENTERITIS AND TYPHOID FEVER 
DUE TO DRINKING WATER ON EXCURSION STEAMER. 

A REPORT OF AN INVESTIGATION OP AN OUTBREAK OP GASTRO- 
ENTERITIS AND TYPHOID FEVER AT CLINTON, IOWA, AND OTHER 
TOWNS ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AMONG EXCURSIONISTS 
WHO HAD BEEN ON A RIVER STEAMER JULY 29 AND 30. 

By L. L. Lumsden, Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

Pursuant to bureau instructions, an investigation was made of the 
outbreak of gastro-intestinal disturbance (vomiting and diarrhea) 
and typhoid fever which occurred in July and August of this 3 T ear in 
Clinton, Iowa, and other towns along the Mississippi River. 

Dr. H. R. Sugg, health officer of Clinton, Iowa, had collected, 
before my arrival, extensive data about the outbreak in Clinton and 
had ascertained that a number of other towns were affected simulta- 
neously with Clinton. He placed the data which he had collected 



